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these new aids to Bible study are bound up with the Revised Version, to 
which shall be added a good system of marginal references and a 
modern chronology, we shall be happy indeed. C. W. V. 



The Gospel in Brief. Harmonized and translated by Count L. N. 
Tolstoi. Authorized edition. New York and Boston : 
T. Y. Crovvell & Co. One vol., i2mo, pp. 221 ; cloth, 
Si. 25. 
For some years past Count Tolstoi has been engaged in preparing 
a work consisting of four parts : an account of that course of his per- 
sonal life and his thoughts which led him to believe that the truth lies 
in the Christian teaching; an investigation of the Christian teaching 
according to the various churches ; an investigation of the Christian 
teaching based on words and deeds ascribed to Christ by the four gos- 
pels ; and an exposition of the real meaning of the Christian teaching, 
of the motives for its persuasions, and of the consequences to which it 
should lead. 

Count Tolstoi was persuaded to make a condensation of the fourth 
part of his work, and in that he fuses the four gospels into one, omit- 
ting all passages relating to the life of John the Baptist, Christ's birth 
and genealogy, his miracles, his resurrection, and the references to 
prophecies fulfilled in his life. Thus pruned, the account of Christ's 
teaching is, according to Count Tolstoi, the most conventional present- 
ment of metaphysics and morals, the purest and most complete doc- 
trine of life, and the highest light which the human mind has ever 
reached ; a doctrine from which all the noblest activities of humanity 
in politics, science, poetry and philosophy are instinctively derived. 
One hundred and thirty-three pages are devoted to a plain translation 
into modern language of the original Greek, following Count Tolstoi's 
own harmonization. C. 



Tabellen zur neutestamentlichen Zeitgeschichte. By Lie. Theol. 
Wilhelm Vollert. Leipzig: Deichert. 1897. 8vo, pp 
55. Price M. 1.40. 

This little work is an introduction to the study of New Testament 
literature, prepared on a different plan from other works of the sort. 
In a table which has four columns and extends across both facing 
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pages we see presented each New Testament writer, in turn, the first 
column containing the facts known about him, with references to the 
original sources of knowledge ; the second column containing the facts 
and references concerning the persons to whom the author wrote, 
and the time of composition ; the third column containing the charac- 
teristics of the book or letter ; and the fourth column containing a 
statement as to the uncial codices in which the writing is found, also 
the patristic writings in which reference is made to it or quotations made 
from it. This is a bright idea, for it brings the data into compact 
space and impresses the facts upon the mind. An appendix contains 
a table of synoptic parallels based on Luke. The chart at the close of 
the book is of particular interest, giving as it does a conspectus of the 
uncial codices of the New Testament, with date, symbol, name, brief 
comment, location and the book or books, or fragments of same, which 
the manuscript contains. The work is of course untranslated, and so 
not available for popular use in this country. But a work of the same 
kind in English would be useful. C. W. V. 



Inspiration Considered as a Trend. By D. W. Faunce, D.D. 
Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society. 121110, 
pp. 251. Price $1. 

This handsome volume — well printed and well bound — is written in 
a clear and strong stvle, and is popular without failing to be scholarly. 

The aim of the author is "to carry out and newly apply the thought 
of trend" as expressed in his former volume entitled, Prayer as a 
Theory and a Fact. There he maintained that the proofs for the 
existence of God showed direction rather than attainment. "But there 
are minds so constituted that an unmistakable trend is more convincing 
than the sight of the ultimate goal." So, similarly, in reference to the 
divine inspiration, trend is the best proof,-- -" trend in the various theo- 
ries of inspiration proposed by devout students of the Bible and that 
shown by the Bible itself," p. 6. The author tells us that trend "is 
now used to signify the tendency that makes for an end and also for 
the potency that gains it." We are thus particular to permit the author 
to tell us in his own language the sense in which he uses the word 
"trend," because we took up the book with a different conception of 
his purpose. If we understand him, his main contention is, not that 
inspiration is itself a trend, "the same music but grander," growing 



